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. arays by
Vietnsmese eontrol. Viet Minh forces have not during this period
defeated any French Union units of major sise, and they have
avoided engaging substantial concentrations of French Uniom foroes
vhenever possible, Early French reports that Viet Minh capabil-
ities at Dien Bien Fhu had baen inoreased by the possession of

vill greatly increase. In this pituation, it is possidle that
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DISCUSSION

4.
Indoching have a sories of offensive .
These inelude: (s) a thrust across the waist of Indoohina and
subssquent harassing eperations in the Thakhok-Savammakhet
regimn of leoss (b) the encirclement of Dien Bien Phu, a French
WMmuthemthmbMothon,.aﬁumbmmt
tmtmmamammmupsm,mm;m
(o) widesprend harassing operations throughout Vietmam,

nmt:-atmum,mm:mm

6, The Frensh Uhion foroes have demonstrated eonsiderable
defensive ability in countering the recent Viet Minh moves,
Exploiting their airborne and air-11£¢ capebility, the French
were able to chesk the Viet Minmh thrust at Savarmakhet with
mobile and parachute waits, and they were abls to mass a for-
mldable defonsive fores at Dien Bien P, They almost cexrtainly
have the eapablility to make a similar defenpe at Luang Prabang,
Bowever, they have also displayed o lasek of initiative and
aggressiveness and have thrown away chances to deal
blows to Vist Minh forees. Vietnamess militia foross im the
south have, in several instahces, abandomed isolated positions,
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tut there have been no known instances in which regular Viet
Nam forces have dessrted or defested to the Viet Mimh,

7. The recent Viet Minh offensiwe thrusts and French
Union eounternoves have dispsrsed French Thion forees
out mash of Indochina and led tham to assume statie defensive
roles. se Viet Mivh tions hawve not, however, appreciably
balance of 1tary power in Indochina, end the war
sssentially s stalemate, The Viet Minh end Fremch Uhiom
foroes opposed im the Tomkin Delta, the strategic center of the
Indoshina war, remain substantially im dalance, Moreover, the
French have launched offensive operatioms in the southsastern
coastal regions as called for by ths Navarre Flan and hawve
achieved an imitial success, Tho airborne mobility of the French
enables them to reinforce their Delta defenses if necessary snd
thereby mllify Viet Minh drives in that vital regiom,

8. The principal effects of thess Viet Minh operations
however, have been payshological and political, rather than
military, In conducting this series of thrusts over an extensive
area, the Viet Minh have obtained at small cost a oglcal

and propeganda advantage over the Frensh and nepe.

9. In btroader terms, the combination of Viet Minh pay-
chological victories and eontimwd French defensive-aindedness

I
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situation one step nearer orisis, The burden of vistory 1s on
the French, They must achisve gome milt sucoesses in Indo-
china during the present fightinz season in order to gain time
and to check the defeatist trend in France and Indochina,
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such a foroe
‘spring 1955, we consider that under present French direetiom
will take comsiderably longer, probably an additional year,

a oonsiderable extent, the future of the war depends on whether
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10, Prance has been plooced under additional pressures by
the increased significance of Indochina in intarnstional affairs,
With the Eorean armistios in effest, Indochina has become the
major point of armed eonfliet between the East and the West,
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Gunnqmn‘::{, the Indochine war has assumed greater

-in potent East-West negotiations, and there have Tepeated
Soviet hints at the Berlin conference that a megotiated settle-

ment in Indoehina oould be ashieved in return for Freneh eonces-

sions in Europe,

11, Ve comsider it unlfkely that dwring the remainder of
this fighting season the French csn achisve sufficient military
tovard defeatism, Ve
therefore believe that by the end of the eurrent fighting sesason
In late spring the pressure in Francs for cdded relief fyom the

wvar vill greatly increagse, In this situation,
poss the French will deeclare that the omly
alternative to negotiation with the Commrmists is direct mili-
tary partioipation bty allied forces, 25X1A9a
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